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Starting up 
Artificial intelligence (AI) and robots will have a big impact on our lives in the next few years. How do you 
think this will change our work and our free time? 
 
Vocabulary 1 
Complete the sentences below with an expression from the box. 
 

academic research     automated driving     human wellbeing      leisure activities       
mass unemployment     serious prospect     society as a whole 

 

1. A ________________ describes how things will almost certainly be in the future. 
2. There is _______________ when very few people have a job. 
3. Our _______________ are the things we do in our free time. 
4. _______________ is people’s happiness and security. 
5. _______________ is detailed study by a university to find out new facts and ideas. 
6. People talk about _______________ when something affects all human beings.  
7. _______________ is computerised control of cars and lorries on the road. 

 
Reading Comprehension 1 
Complete the sentences below with a correct form of the verbs from the box. 
 

aim     approach     associate     face     involve     keep     scale     warn      
 

1. Scientists have _______ of the serious prospect of mass unemployment that could affect everyone from 
drivers to sex workers. 

2. We are _______ the time when machines will be able to outperform humans at almost any task. 
3. Companies such as Google, Facebook, IBM, and Microsoft were _______ up investments in AI systems 

to billions of dollars a year. 
4. Governments – and society as a whole – are not _______ up to the recent acceleration of AI and 

robotics research.  
5. Prof Selman helped draft an open letter urging policymakers to explore the risks _______ with 

increasingly intelligent machines. 
6. Tesla Motors has a large AI research programme _______ at developing self-driving cars. 
7. Mr Musk will fund research on _______ AI beneficial to humans. 
8. Around 10 per cent of all US jobs _______ driving a vehicle. 

Now check your answers as you read the article.  
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AI and robots threaten mass unemployment, scientists warn 
 
Scientists have warned of the serious prospect of mass unemployment that could affect everyone 

from drivers to sex workers. Intelligent machines will soon replace human workers in all sectors of 
the economy, senior computer scientists told the American Association for the Advancement of 
Science meeting in Washington at the weekend. 

"We are approaching the time when machines will be able to outperform humans at almost any 
task," said Moshe Vardi, computer science professor at Rice University in Texas. "Society needs to 
confront this question before it is upon us: if machines are capable to doing almost any work 
humans can do, what will humans do? 

"A typical answer is that if machines will do all our work, we will be free to pursue leisure 
activities," Prof Vardi said. "I do not find this a promising future, as I do not find the prospect of 
leisure-only life appealing. I believe that work is essential to human wellbeing." 

"AI is moving rapidly from academic research into the real world," said Bart Selman, professor of 
computer science at Cornell University. "Computers are starting to 'hear' and 'see' as humans do . . . 
Systems can start to move and operate among us autonomously." He said companies such as 
Google, Facebook, IBM, and Microsoft were scaling up investments in AI systems to billions of 
dollars a year."  

Professors Vardi and Selman said governments – and society as a whole – are not facing up to the 
recent acceleration of AI and robotics research. Prof Selman helped draft an open letter issued last 
year by the Future of Life Institute in Cambridge, Massachusetts, urging policymakers to explore the 
risks associated with increasingly intelligent machines. Among the 10,000 or so signatories is Elon 
Musk, the tech entrepreneur whose company Tesla Motors has a large AI research programme 
aimed at developing self-driving cars.  

Mr Musk will fund research at Cornell University "on keeping AI beneficial to humans," said Prof 
Selman. The project will predict whether and, if so when, "super-intelligence" - all-round superiority 
of machine to human intelligence - might be achieved.  

According to Prof Selman, one of the fastest advancing areas of AI is machine vision and 
particularly facial recognition. "Facebook can recognise faces better than any of us," he 
said. Machine vision is also key to self-driving vehicles, which computer scientists predict will take 
over our roads over the next 25 years. Prof Vardi said that automated driving would cut the number 
of accidents by 90 per cent or more, compared with vehicles driven by error-prone people.  

"With so many lives saved and injuries prevented, it would be very hard morally for anyone to 
argue against it," he said. Yet around 10 per cent of all US jobs involve driving a vehicle, he added, 
"and most of those will disappear."  

Indeed Prof Vardi said it would be hard to think of any jobs that would not be vulnerable to 
robotics and AI - even sex workers. "Are you going to bet against sex robots?" he asked. "I'm not." 
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Reading Comprehension 2 
Here are the answers, what are the questions? 
1. ________________________________________at the weekend (before this article was published)? 

Several scientists including professors Vardi and Selman. 
2. ______________________________________________________________? 

The American Association for the Advancement of Science. 
3. ______________________________________________________________? 

Because he does not find the prospect of leisure-only life appealing and believes that work is essential 
to human wellbeing. 

4. ______________________________________________________________? 
Last year. 

5. ______________________________________________________________? 
By the Future of Life Institute in Cambridge, Massachusetts. 

6. ______________________________________________________________? 
It will predict whether and when “super intelligence” in machines might be achieved. 

7. ______________________________________________________________? 
Probably in the next 25 years. 

 
Reading Comprehension 3 
Discuss the following questions with a colleague before presenting your answers. 
1. What are professors Vardi and Selman concerned about? 
2. What, according to the article, are the latest developments in AI? 
3. What are the arguments in favour of self-driving vehicles? 
 
Vocabulary 2 
Find words or expressions in the article that mean: 
1. about to happen (paragraph 2) 
2. start or do something over a long time (paragraph 3) 
3. independently, without any help (paragraph 4) 
4. people who decide officially on how things should be done (paragraph 5) 
5. of fundamental importance (paragraph 7) 
6. likely to make mistakes (paragraph 7) 
7. put at risk by (paragraph 9) 
 
Discuss 
What elements of AI and robotics can we already see in our lives? Do you agree with Prof Vardi and believe 
that work is essential to human wellbeing? Why? Why not? What effects would robotics and AI have on your 
company or a company you know? 
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KEY 
Vocabulary 1 
1. serious prospect 
2. mass unemployment 
3. leisure activities 
4. human wellbeing 
5. academic research 
6. society as a whole 
7. automated driving 
 
Reading Comprehension 1 
1. warned 
2. approaching (facing would also work here) 
3. scaling 
4. facing 
5. associated 
6. aimed 
7. keeping 
8. involve 
 
Reading Comprehension 2 – Model answers (questions) 
Note for teachers: careful here! In some of the questions below, the question word ‘who’ is often more than 
one word in other languages. 
1. Who spoke to the American Association for the Advancement of Science at the weekend? 
2. Who did the scientists speak to last weekend? 
3. Why does Prof Vardi think that freeing people up to pursue leisure activities is not a good idea? 
4. When was the open letter issued? 
5. Who was it issued by? 
6. What will the Cornell University research funded by Elon Musk tell us? 
7. When do computer scientists predict that self-driving vehicles will take over our roads? 
 
Reading Comprehension 3 
1. They are worried that, if machines are able to do almost any work that humans can do, governments 

and society as a whole have not thought about, or prepared themselves for, the day when humans no 
longer have to work. 

2. Computers are beginning to ‘hear’ and ‘see’ the way humans do, and move among us without help. 
They are also learning to recognise faces and take in all the information and situations they need to be 
able to drive cars. 

3. The arguments are that they will dramatically reduce the number of accidents on roads and they will 
make far fewer mistakes than humans. This in turn will save lives and prevent people from getting hurt 
or injured. 

 
Vocabulary 2 
1. upon us (approaching the time when could also work here) 
2. pursue 
3. autonomously 
4. policymakers (governments would also work here) 
5. key 
6. error-prone 
7. vulnerable to 
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